
  

Student Bursaries 
 
The Kamloops and District Labour Council (KDLC) is offering five $1,000 bursaries as 
follows: 
 

- Jack Kerssens Memorial Bursary for students in a Skilled Trades program 
Jack Kerssans 1925 - 2013 
Jack emigrated to Canada in 1953 from Holland.  Early on he found employment in the forest 
industry as a logger.  When Jack started working at the Canoe Saw Mill near Salmon Arm, it was 
here where he nurtured an interest in employee rights and advocated for his fellow workers in the 
trades. Soon he became a business agent for the International Woodworkers Association (IWA) 
and then was elected President of the Union.  After his retirement in 1989, he was appointed as 
an arbitrator for the Employment Insurance Board of Referees and also served on the B.C. 
Assessment Board.  Jack loved volunteering and was a 30 year member (lifetime) with the 
Kamloops District Labour Council. He was also very involved with the Child Development Center, 
YMCA , Community Futures the Credit Union and most dear to his heart was The Kamloops 
Hospice House. This bursary is in memory of a strong a man of strong character, always willing to 
lend a hand and offer advice to others. 

- Cynthia Friedman Memorial Bursary for women in a S.T.E.M or Trades program 
Cynthia Friedman 1971 – 2018    
Cindy's distinguished academic career included awards for teaching, research and service and 
many publications.  She was recognized for her commitment to social and environmental 
justice. She appreciated the respect of her peers in the scientific community but was most proud 
of her role in mentoring and inspiring students. Cindy was an active member of the Kamloops & 
District Labour Council and the TRU Faculty Association and advocated tenaciously for workers' 
rights. She strongly believed that scientists have a duty to effect change through public 
engagement, an undertaking she embraced fearlessly throughout her life. 
 

- Bill Ferguson Memorial Bursary for students in Environmental or Natural Resource 
Sciences 
Bill Ferguson 1929 - 2021 
Bill was a staunch socialist and had principles second to none in defending workers rights, peace, 
disarmament, and social justice.  Bill worked for the city of Kamloops, then became a business 
agent and was a founding member of the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE). He loved 
the working class and fought for them relentlessly. In 1982 he returned to work for the City until 
his retirement in 1994. After retirement he continued attending union and Labour Council 
meetings and was awarded a lifetime membership.  He was a founding member of the Kamloops 
Peace Council, often a spokesperson at the annual Walk for Peace, and always a participant. 
Until his last breath, Bill still had hope we could make a better world for the next generation. Bill 
left a legacy for working people, not just in Kamloops, but across this country. 

 
- Two general bursaries for students in any field of study (academic or skilled trades) 

 
All applicants must be members or relatives of members of unions that are affiliated to, and in 
good standing with, the KDLC. 
 
Note: You may submit more than one application but are only eligible to receive one bursary. 
 



Essay question: 

There’s no doubt we’re experiencing a climate change emergency with 
catastrophic environmental impacts. According to some Canadian environmental 
scientists, “We know that, as a species, we caused this. And, as a species, we 
can reverse it — to a certain extent” (McKeen, A. The Star. Aug. 10, 2021). 

The key to slowing the pace of climate change lies in transitioning to energy 
sources that don’t emit greenhouse gases – such as solar, wind, biofuels, and 
nuclear. However, switching to these technologies is met with opposition from 
workers and stakeholders in industries ranging from fossil fuels to manufacturing 
to agriculture, who view such innovation as a threat to their livelihoods. 

From the perspective of your current field of study, please tell us some of the 
ways you envision an equitable transition to a clean, green economy that will 
address climate change while providing Canadian workers with well-paying, 
sustainable jobs 
 
Who is eligible? 
 

1. Members or relatives of members, of unions affiliated to and in good standing with, the 
KDLC.   

Definition of a relative:  a spouse of same or opposite sex, parent, child, including 
step-child or foster child, brother, sister, grandchild, niece or nephew. 

2. Applicants must be registered in a full-time or part-time post secondary program at a 
PUBLIC education institution in 2020/2021. 

 
 
All of the following information MUST be included in your submission to the KDLC Bursary 
Committee. 
 

1. Application form 
2. Transcript of your grade standing 
3. Confirmation of your enrollment in a PUBLIC education institution in 2020/2021.  If you 

are waiting for enrollment confirmation, please send a letter stating you are waiting for 
the confirmation and if you are chosen for a bursary, the confirmation will have to be 
shown before you will receive the bursary. 
 

4. A double-spaced typed essay of 750-1000 words on the following topic.  This essay shall 
be the basis for awarding the bursary. 

 
5. Please submit all of the above information to the address below before November 12, 

2021 by 5 pm.  The Committee will ONLY accept Bursary applications by mail to: 
 
Bursary Committee 
Kamloops and District Labour Council 
PO Box 369 STN MAIN 
Kamloops, BC 
V2C 5K9 
 

Please ALSO send a copy of your bursary application and your answer to the question to 
chblma@telus.net, clearly marked KDLC Bursary – (Your name).   This is to make sure we 
get all of the applications in a timely fashion. 


